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 » Pet Professional Accreditation Board
           
  


Stand Up for What You Believe In!




	Join an organization that provides a credential with an ethical compass to support it.
	Be recognized for your knowledge, skills, and people-training expertise.
	Show clients that you are serious about your profession.
	Help mentor others and shape our industry by being a great professional ambassador.
	Progress through our three levels of credentials to advance your professional development.
	Transfer your existing well-earned credentials to the Pet Professional Accreditation Board.






Get Started Today!
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Do You Already Carry a Well-Earned Credential?




Click below to learn how to transfer your current credential to the Pet Professional Accreditation Board. 




It’s easier than you think!





Transfer Your Credential








Competency Is Mission Critical




What is professional competence, and how does the concept of competence impact the work of professional pet trainers and pet care providers?




Professional competence is the “broad professional knowledge, attitude, and skills required to work in a specialized area or profession. Disciplinary knowledge and the application of concepts, processes, and skills are required in a test of professional competence in any particular field.”1 




With regard to counseling, “professional competence is the most ethical obligation a professional has in their field of expertise.”2 




To be competent means a professional is knowledgeable, schooled in the theory and research of their industry, and has the necessary skills to apply that field of knowledge to a working situation with their clients.3  —Niki Tudge




The Value of a Professional Credential




Credentials recognize individuals for meeting specific criteria of skills and knowledge. They are a way for practitioners to seek self-promotion and differentiate themselves from their competitive set. 




Consumers draw inferences from certifications that a professional has met a specific competency standard and/or carries a particular body or depth of pertinent knowledge. Along with several other industries, however, including the pet industry, there is currently no legal requirement to be certified and no legal mechanism in place to protect the consumer from negative or injurious consequence that transpires as the result of an individual’s lack of certification.




Credentialing organizations set standards of competency and their credentialing programs are designed to use these predetermined competencies as benchmarks for pass or failure performances.




What Makes PPAB Credentials Stand Apart




The Pet Professional Accreditation Board offers the only psychometrically sound examinations and accreditations supporting humane and scientific practices for professionals who believe there is no place for shock, choke, prong, pain, force, or fear in pet training and behavior practices.




The PPAB sets a high standard, assessing competency in the following areas:




	Knowledge via an online examination
	Skills in basic training, creating a positive conditioned emotional response, and class management/private consulting demonstrated via video submissions
	Management of behavior cases via submission of four written case studies (Professional Behavior Consultant level)





How the Credentials Were Developed




For each credentialing level, a team of subject matter experts developed a job task analysis from which they determined the knowledge and skills and that professionals each level should have as a minimum competency.




Examinations were then developed and reviewed with the help of NOCTI and Nocti Business Solutions , which have earned full accreditation from the International Certification Accreditation Council  (ICAC). ICAC accreditation signifies that NOCTI’s career and technical education (CTE) assessments and certifications and Nocti Business Solutions’ technical skill assessments follow the best international industry practices and standards outlined in ISO 17024.




The examinations were then piloted to ensure the questions performed to the required level of competency and reliability, and then were fine tuned with the help of a subject matter expert with a PhD in education.




Skill competencies were then established, and video assessments were developed. All skills are assessed against specific tangible and measurable criteria. The personal opinion of an assessor does not determine pass or failure, but whether the required criteria have been met. Case studies are reviewed independently by a team and then collated by the assessment coordinator.









1Reference. (2023). What Is Professional Competence? Retrieved January 10, 2024. 




2Welfel, E.R. (2009). Ethics in Counseling and Psychotherapy. Cengage Learning, Inc. 




3As cited in Tudge, N.J., Nilson, S.J., Millikan, D.A., & Stapleton-Frappell, L.A. (2019). Pet Training and Behavior Consulting: A Model for Raising the Bar to Protect Professionals, Pets and Their People. DogNostics Career Center Publishing.


Spread the love
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            High Praise From Our Members

                  Here are just a few of the many testimonials from our happy members.
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                            Don Hanson

                
                            The Pet Professional Guild website is a great resource for me and my employees. It is an excellent place to find well-written articles to help us in our jobs, with our pets, and with our clients' and students' pets. With contacts throughout the USA, it is also the first place I look when a client, friend, or family member asks me to refer them to a pet professional in their area. It is the only source I trust.
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                            Angel Rowe

                
                            What I enjoy most about being a member of the PPG are the amazing resources, strong membership support and most of all the strong code of ethics. I know and feel comfortable recommending PPG member trainers and behavior consultants because I know the welfare of the animal is important and the training methods utilized are ethical. It's an amazing community to be a part of and I enjoy being a member of the PPG Inclusivity Division, I think this is a small way to give back to the PPG.  I have gained so much from being a PPG member. PPG membership also allows me the ability to further connect with other trainers and behavior consultants from various backgrounds both culturally and professionally. It's an honor to be a member of both.
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                            Debbie Sheridan

                
                            I was lucky enough to hear Niki speak about her fabulous and amazing book one morning on Books Barks and Banter where I am an administrator.  Before that I never knew that there was a place for folks just like me. As a behavior consultant and a family dog mediator I want to change the world for the better for our 4 legged loved ones.  Here at PPG everyone feels this way. The welfare of the dog is always forefront and center.  Kindness is what it is all about and not only for our dogs but for each other as well. Here at the PPG, if you jump in you will instantly find yourself among friends.  The community is inclusive.  We are always excited and happy to welcome kindred hearts as we raise awareness about life from the dog’s perspective, how we can educate humans to understand and advocate for their companion animals. We are doing it.  I’m proud and honored to be a part of it all.
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                            Annie Phenix

                
                            I am a proud member of the Pet Professional Guild. The PPG is the only U.S. professional organization for dog trainers that has taken a public stand against the use of pain, force or fear in the industry. This organization is the only one that keeps current with modern science and what we know about dogs, what dogs need for a fulfilled life and how they learn. Dogs deserve to be trained by highly educated professionals who know how to help dog owners enjoy their pets in a way that never harms the human-canine bond. Owners can trust that members of the PPG have been vetted and they are who they say they are and they are capable of training without harming any animal.
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                            Ronda Warywoda

                
                            I just wanted to thank PPG for another webinar that hit it out of the park.  We are in a fairly isolated area and these webinars are wonderfully informative ways to get different perspectives and technique adjustments for a wide variety of subjects that would otherwise not be available. And by keeping them, for the most part, at approx an hour we have time to schedule the webinars into a busy day.  My dogs and cats thank you as do my clients and their dogs.  I am constantly learning and expanding my horizons
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                            Kelly Fahey

                
                            The PPG is a force free zone, all around. It's a great group composed of all force free professionals where you can come to find a professional, ask questions and receive assistance as well as participate in kind, respectful conversations. Everyone is willing to help each other. It's a community where when one succeeds, we all succeed
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                            April Lott

                
                            I feel extremely confident that the PPG promotes the best of the pet professionals and has amazing resources for enthusiasts and professionals alike. I have hope that this will become the front running organization in the animal world



                          

          

        

                
          
            [image: Quote icon]

            
                            Lisa Matthews

                
                            Finally, an organization R+ trainers can be proud to be a part of and one who has no problem policing its ranks for high quality and consistency of the trainers it recommends.
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                            Niki Tudge

                
                            PPG provides a membership organization for humane, ethical and science based professionals. Everything PPG delivers is informed by the latest and most rigorous scientific studies. We are spreading the word through numerous educational programs, annual events, position papers and legislative efforts.
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                            Debra Millikan

                
                            To find an organization that is in step with my beliefs, ethics, and values is so refreshing.  PPG’s emphasis on continuing education and working with our co-learners (the animals with whom we work) to establish a relationship with them that is beneficial to all, and to animal welfare in particular, is invaluable.
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                            Samantha Blythe

                
                            So happy to have found PPG. Being part of a professional organization that shares my philosophy is really important to me. Love the programs and resources we haave access too. So pleased to find the credentialing also



                          

          

        

                
          
            [image: Quote icon]

            
                            Theresa Kolpakova, M.Ed., ABCDT, AKC-CGC

                
                            I have been receiving referrals from the San Diego Humane Society (I live in SD) after they found me listed on PPG site. ♥️ I was so excited to learn that they are searching your site for trainers having in the past had several ‘balanced’ trainers in their mix. 

Thanks again for all you and the PPG team do to spread the word about positive reward and motivation and against shock and other corrective/aversive treatment touted used in the name of training.
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                PPG members focus on the emotional, physical and environmental welfare of pets.
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